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This year marked the "50th Year of Bathurst", and it was a privilege to be driving for Garry Rogers Motorsport/Fujitsu 

Racing. The Bathurst race, the track, and the event is very special for me personally and for my family, with my father 

having tremendous success at this race across his 20 plus years of racing at Mount Panorama.  

 

The week kicked off on Wednesday, with a drivers parade through the main street of Bathurst, followed by an 

autograph session in town. The build up of the event, given the 50 years celebrations, was just massive, and the 

amount of fans and supporters that attended was simply awesome. 

 

The on track activity started on Thursday, with three practice sessions. This year I was driving with the Frenchman, 

Alexandre Premat, who had never been to Bathurst before, so the main priority on Day one was to give him as much 

track time as possible, and learn this tricky 6.2km circuit.  

 

Alex drove the #33 Fujitsu Commodore in the first and 

third practice session, while I drove in the second 

session, because it is a session for the co-drivers only. 

It was great to get out on the track and we managed 

the fifth fastest time. It was also good to get into 

competitive lap times straight away, also because we 

were on older practice tyres. Traditionally the 

GRM/Fujitsu cars are very competitive at Bathurst and 

I felt very comfortable straight away. 

 

Friday is Qualifying day at Bathurst, but before 

Qualifying, all cars have a further two practice 

sessions. Practice four is for co-drivers and generally 

Practice five is for the lead drivers, as a warm up for 

Qualifying. 

 

The co-driver practice session, again ran very well for me, we made some 

good improvements to the #33 Fujitsu car, and stayed on older practice tyres, 

recording the 12th fastest time of the session. I stayed in the car for the start 

of practice five, and got a run on a "fresher" set of tyres, recording my fastest 

time for the weekend, which placed us in second position at that stage of the 

50 minute session. Alex then got in the car, and finished off the session, 

running new tyres at the end as a simulation for Qualifying, finishing in 19th 

position. 

 

Not long before Qualifying, team owner Garry Rogers, asked me to Qualify 

the car, which was a big surprise, because Qualifying is normally a role for the 

full-time drivers. I was very excited at the opportunity, but also a little nervous 

because I haven't qualified a V8Supercar since the last Fujitsu Series race in 

Sydney, which was in December last year. I also hadn't driven the GRM/Fujitsu 

car on brand new tyres. Unfortunately the session didn't run as well as I 

hoped, we had a drama with the dash and lights not working, which most 

drivers use constantly as we're driving around. I still recorded a respectable 

lap time, qualifying in 26th position, ahead of some full time drivers. However 

I was disappointed, because the car had much more potential and speed, and 

if I put it all together we would have been easily in the top 15. 
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The final practice session (Practice 6) was held on Saturday 

morning and I didn't drive the car, however Alex managed 

to turn some more laps and improve the speed of the car 

for the long, 161 lap, 1000km race on Sunday. 

 

Sunday morning brought more fantastic weather, and the 

car felt very nice and comfortable in the short 20 minute 

warm-up session before the race. 

 

Starting the race is always a little nerve racking, because 

the cars are difficult to get off the start line. I made a 

reasonable start, moving up a couple of positions, before 

settling into a nice rhythm, looking after the car. Throughout the day, both Alex and I drove the car well, managing the 

tyre issues that other cars and teams were having, and slowly progressing through the field, running as high as 14th at 

one stage. Originally Alex was going to "double-stint" the car home, but the team asked me to finish the race. 

Unfortunately in the final stint, we had to save two-laps worth of E85 Fuel, to ensure we wouldn't run out. We crossed 

the chequered flag in 16th position, on the lead lap, and it was a great team effort. Anytime you finish Bathurst is a 

good effort, and to be on the lead lap and to be in the top 20, after starting 26th, was a good reward for a long days 

work. 

 

I had a great time driving for Garry Rogers and his team, it was a fantastic experience, one that I was very grateful for. 

Everyone in the Fujitsu Racing team did a great job at both Sandown and Bathurst, and I wish the team well for the 

rest of the 2012 V8Supercar Season.  

 

 
 

Supercheap Auto Bathurst 1000 - Race Results 

 

1. Jamie Whincup/Paul Dumbrell  Team Vodafone 

2. David Reynolds/Dean Canto Rod Nash Racing 

3. Craig Lowndes/Warren Luff Team Vodafone 

16. Alexandre Premat/Jack Perkins Fujitsu Racing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jack Perkins is proudly supported by... 

 
Supercheap Auto - www.supercheapauto.com.au 

Adaps - www.adaps.com.au 

Accu-Chek - www.accu-chek.com.au 

Garry Rogers Motorsport/Fujitsu Racing - www.grmotorsport.com.au 

Mike Pero Racing - www.mikeperoracing.com 

Speedcafe - www.speedcafe.com 

inetpics - www.inetpics.com 

JDRF - www.jdrf.org.au 

 

Follow Jack Perkins on Twitter - twitter.com/jack_perkins 

 

 


